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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
M the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the 
purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ on paper 

□ in electronic form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in electronic form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


4-8.11-13.17-20 




No: 


Claims 


1-3.9.10,14-16 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


6-8,13,20 




No: 


Claims 


1-5,9-12,14-19 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-20 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
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Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

1 . Certain published documents (Rules 43b/s.l and 70.10) 
and /or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rules 43£>/s.1 and 70.9) 
see form 210 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : WO 03/066427 A (FRED OLSEN RENEWABLES LTD [GB]; STRUCTURAL 
ENGINEERING AS [NO]; OLSEN) 14 August 2003 (2003-08-14) 

D2: WO 02/48547 A1 (MAMMOET MARINE B V I O [NL]; SEEGERS RAYMOND 
CHRISTIAAN [NL]; HOLTHAUS) 20 June 2002 (2002-06-20) 

D3: US 2004/045226 A1 (DEHLSEN JAMES G P [US] ET AL) 1 1 March 2004 (2004-03- 
11) 

D4: JP 2005 069025 A (MITSUI SHIPBUILDING ENG) 17 March 2005 (2005-03-17) 

Electronic translation at: 
http://dossier1.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/AIPN/aipn_call_transl.ipdl?N0000=7413&N01 20=01 &N20 
01 =2&N3001 =2005-069025 

D5: NL-C1-1 023 142 (PRAXIS INGENIEURSBURO BV [NL]) 1 3 October 2004 (2004-10- 
13) 

1 Clarity 

1 .1) Although claims 1 ,4,9,10; 17 and 19 have been drafted as separate independent 
claims, they appear to relate effectively to the same subject-matter and to differ from each 
other only with regard to the definition of the subject-matter for which protection is sought 
and in respect of the terminology used for the features of that subject-matter. The 
aforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness and as such do not meet the 
requirements of Article 6 PCT. 



2 Claims 1-3 
Novelty 

2.1) The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 1-3 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

2.2) The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 
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Apparatus for use in supporting an offshore structure (73) including a longitudinally 
extensive shaft, mast or tower, the apparatus comprising: 

- a frame (54) including an engaging portion configured to engage the shaft, mast or tower, 

- a plurality of legs (77) configured to rest on an underlying supporting surface and 

- a plurality of lifting formations by which the frame may operatively be lifted, 

- the frame being configured to support and carry the offshore structure with the shaft, 
mast or tower in a substantially upright condition. 

2.3) D1 also includes the additional features of dependent claims 2 and 3 (see fig.20) 
where the lifting means (79) are included in the legs of the structure and are adjustable. 

2.4) D2 also includes the features of independent claim 1 . 

2.5) D4 also includes the features of independent claim 1. 

2.6) D5 also includes the features of independent claim 1 . 



3 Claims 4-8 

Inventive step, negative 

3.1) The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 4 and 5 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 
33(3) PCT. 

3.2) The document D2 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): Apparatus for transporting an offshore structure (10) including a longitudinally 
extensive shaft, mast or tower and for mounting the offshore structure on an offshore 
support base, the apparatus comprising: 

a frame (22) including an engaging portion configured to engage the shaft, mast or 
tower, a plurality of legs (under platform 4) configured to rest on an underlying supporting 
surface and 

a plurality of lifting formations by which the frame may operatively be lifted, the 
frame being configured to support and carry the offshore structure with the shaft, 
mast or tower in a substantially upright condition (fig. 3) 
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a transporting vessel (20), 

from which the subject-matter of claim 4 differs in that: 

-the transporting vessel is provided with a pair of lifting cranes each having a lifting cable. 

3.3) The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as an 
increase/stabilization of the lifting apparatus. 

3.4) The solution proposed in claim 4 of the present application cannot be considered as 
involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) because these features have already been 
employed for the same purpose in a similar off-shore installation units, see for example 
D3, fig.2E and paragraphs 24-26. It would be obvious to the person skilled in the art, 
namely when the same result is to be achieved, to apply these features with corresponding 
effect to a method of mounting an off-shore structure according to document D2, thereby 
arriving at offshore apparatus according to claim 4. 

3.5) The features of dependent claim 5 are merely several of straightforward possibilities 
from which the skilled person would select, in accordance with circumstances, without the 
exercise of inventive skill, in order to solve the problem posed (see D2 and D3). 

Inventive step, positive 

3.6) The combination of the features of dependent claims 6-8 is neither known from, nor 
rendered obvious by, the available prior art. 



4 Claim 9 
Novelty 

4.1) The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 9 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

4.2) The document D2 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): Offshore support apparatus for use in mounting in or on an offshore foundation 
an offshore structure including a longitudinally extensive shaft, mast or tower, the offshore 
structure being operatively carried with 
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- the shaft, mast or tower in a substantially upright condition in a frame (1) including an 
engaging portion (8) configured to engage the shaft, mast or tower, 

- a plurality of legs (under platform 4) configured to rest on an underlying supporting 
surface and 

- a plurality of lifting formations by which the frame may operatively be lifted, 

- the offshore support apparatus comprising attachment means configured operatively to 
attach the offshore support apparatus to the offshore foundation, a support frame 
depending from the attachment means 

- and a plurality of supporting formations equal in number to the number of legs of the 
frame and configured to support respective legs of the frame. 

4.3) D1 also discloses the subject-matter of independent claim 9. 

4.4) D4 also discloses the subject-matter of independent claim 9. 



5 Claims 10-16 
Novelty 

5.1 )The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 10,14-16 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

5.2) The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): System for mounting, in or on an offshore foundation, an offshore structure 
including a longitudinally extensive shaft, mast or tower, the system comprising: 
a frame including an engaging portion configured to engage the shaft, mast or tower, a 
plurality of legs (77) configured to rest on an underlying supporting surface and a plurality 
of lifting formations by which the frame mav operatively be lifted, the frame being 
configured to support and carry the offshore structure with the shaft, mast or tower in a 
substantially upright condition; and 

- an offshore support apparatus comprising attachment means (84,87) configured 
operatively to attach the offshore support apparatus to the offshore foundation, 

- a support frame depending from the attachment means and 

- a plurality of supporting formations equal in number to the number of legs of the frame 
and configured to support respective legs of the frame. 
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5.3) D1 also discoses the additional subject-matter of dependent claims 14-16. 



5.4) D2 discloses also the subject-matter of independent claim 10. 

5.5) D4 discloses also the subject-matter of independent claim 10. 
Inventive step, negative 

5.6) The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 1 1 and 12 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of 
Article 33(3) PCT. 

5.7) The solution proposed in claims 1 1 and 12 of the present application cannot be 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) because these features have 
already been employed for the same purpose in a similar apparatus, see for example D3, 
Fig. 2F. It would be obvious to the person skilled in the art, namely when the same result is 
to be achieved, to apply these features with corresponding effect to a method of mounting 
an off-shore structure according to document D2, thereby arriving at offshore structure 
according to claims 1 1 and 12. 

Inventive step, positive 

5.8) The combination of the features of dependent claim 13 is neither known from, nor 
rendered obvious by, the available prior art. 



6 Claims 17,18 
Inventive step, negative 

6.1 ) The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 17 and 18 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of 
Article 33(3) PCT. 

6.2) The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): A method of mounting an offshore structure (10) including a longitudinally 
extensive shaft, mast or tower on a transporting vessel, the method comprising: 

- providing on land a frame (1) including an engaging portion configured to engage the 
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shaft, mast (8) or tower, 

- a plurality of legs (under platform 4) configured to rest on an underlying supporting 
surface and 

- a plurality of lifting formations by which the frame may operatively be lifted, 

- securing the frame to the offshore structure; and 

- connecting the lifting cables to the lifting formations of the frame; 

- lifting the frame carrying the offshore structure from the land to the vessel such that at 
least some of the legs are supported by the deck of the vessel (22) and the offshore 
structure is retained in a substantially upright condition at least partially by the action of the 
cranes. 

from which the subject-matter of claim 17 differs in that: 

- the transporting vessel is provided with a pair of lifting cranes each having a lifting cable. 

6.3) The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as an 
increase or stabilization of the lifting method. 

6.4) The solution proposed in claim 17 of the present application cannot be considered as 
involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) because these features have already been 
employed for the same purpose in a similar off-shore installation units, see for example 
D3, paragraph 25. It would be obvious to the person skilled in the art, namely when the 
same result is to be achieved, to apply these features with corresponding effect to a 
method of mounting an off-shore structure according to document D2, thereby arriving at 
offshore structure according to claim 17. 

6.5) Claim 18: The feature of the use of a spreader beam for mounting of a longitudinally 
extensive shaft, mast or tower is merely one of several straightforward possibilities from 
which the skilled person would select, in accordance with circumstances, without the 
exercise of inventive skill. 



7 Claims 19 and 20 
Inventive step, negative 

7.1) The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
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subject-matter of claim 1 9 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 33(3) 
PCT. 



7.2) Document D2 which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses: A method of transferring an offshore structure including a longitudinally 
extensive shaft mast or tower from a transporting vessel to an offshore support foundation, 
the method comprising providing: 

- a tower supporting apparatus including a frame arranged on the vessel and supporting 
the offshore structure, the frame comprising an engaging portion which engages the shaft, 
mast or tower, a plurality of legs at least some of which are supported on the deck of the 
vessel and 

- a plurality of lifting formations by which the frame may operatively be lifted; 

- a pair or lifting cranes on the transporting vessel, each crane having a lifting 
cable connected to the lifting formations of the frame; 

- an offshore support apparatus comprising attachment means by which the offshore 
support apparatus is attached to the offshore foundation, 

- a support frame depending from the attachment means and a plurality of supporting 
formations equal in number to the number of legs of the frame and configured to 
support respective legs of the frame the method comprising: 

lifting the tower supporting apparatus and offshore structure from the vessel with the 
cranes and retaining the offshore structure with the shaft, mast or tower in a substantially 
upright configuration (page 6, lines 20 to page 7, line 2); 

-moving the tower supporting apparatus carrying the offshore structure to a position above 
the offshore support foundation and aligning the legs of the frame with the support 
structures of the offshore support apparatus; 

-lowering the offshore structure onto the offshore support base such that the legs are 
supported by the supporting formations of the offshore support apparatus; 
and securing the offshore structure to the offshore support apparatus. 

from which the subject-matter of claim 1 9 differs in that: 

- a spreader beam mounted on the shaft, mast or tower and to which the lifting 
cables of the cranes are attached, the spreader beam being operatively 
moveable longitudinally with respect to the shaft, mast or tower; 
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7.3) The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as an 
improved hoisting method. 

7.4) The solution proposed in claim 19 of the present application cannot be considered as 
involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) because these features have already been 
employed for the same purpose in a similar off-shore installation units, for example D3, 
Fig. 2B and 2F. It would be obvious to the person skilled in the art, namely when the same 
result is to be achieved, to apply these features with corresponding effect to a method of 
mounting an off-shore structure according to document D2, thereby arriving at offshore 
structure according to claim 19. 

Inventive step, positive 

7.5) The combination of the features of dependent claim 20 is neither known from, nor 
rendered obvious by, the available prior art. 
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